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MUNICIPAL BUILDING

The Historic Preservation Commission held a regular meeting on Wednesday, August 5, 2009.
Members present were: Peter Sterling, Sandra Owen, Bette Sprecher, Nikki Owens, Shawn
Leatherwood, Herbert Nelson, and Bob Kearney.  Also present was Ginny Boyer, Administrative
Assistant.  Those absent included David Felmet and Planning Director Paul Benson.

Approval of Minutes of July 1, 2009

Bette Sprecher moved, seconded by Herbert Nelson, to approve minutes of the July 1, 2009 meeting
with two corrections:  1) Under members present, change David Helmet to David Felmet.
2) Under Other Business, change Sandra Owen expressed that the discussion continue in closed
session to Sandra Owen asked should the discussion continue in closed session.  The motion carried
unanimously.  

Visit with Dr. Virgil Messer of 124 Daisy Avenue

Dr. Virgil Messer who owns property at 124 Daisy Avenue came to find out about designation.  He
asked if the commission is considering grand-fathering in certain properties to the approved list that
have had alterations.  Nikki Owens said that we try to stick to the National Register information.
Shawn Leatherwood said to get designation, you would still have to apply and meet guidelines
(which would entail taking siding off).  Herbert Nelson said “we really don’t have authority to
abrogate regulations”.  Bob Kearney  mentioned the significant tax credits for the renovation that
would include removing siding.   He requested a list of people who do evaluations for National
Register applications.  Bob Kearney provided the information he requested.  

Continued Discussion Regarding Preservation Plan Development (Chapter 9 of Handbook)

There was some discussion regarding properties that might be in the process of gaining local
landmark status when local district designation occurs.  Herbert Nelson felt this would be unfair, to
have tax credits denied property owners who were in the process of being locally designated.  Shawn
Leatherwood mentioned the lengthy process involved in local district designation, and that
individual property owners will have plenty of time if they wish to pursue local designation.  Bob
Kearney felt that the commission should not “have their hands tied” and should continue to pursue
local district status. During this discussion, Sandra Owen excused herself from the meeting.

Establishment of Priorities for Historic Preservation Commission

Bette Sprecher would like for Bob Kearney to pull together a monthly article for publication in the
Mountaineer regarding property already on our list including  pictures and an article on what the
Commission is trying to do.  She said the information is already there in the files.  Nikki Owens said



she noticed Peter’s action idea was to create human interest stories and this would be a good way
to tie the two action ideas together. 

Bob Kearney wanted to revisit the walking tour brochure as an action item. There was some
discussion about the upcoming brochure including its length, advertising options, concerns over
advertising, inclusion of resources for historic preservation and their contact information, overall
costs and the possibility of supplementing the brochure with four additional local landmark
properties not previously included in the walking tour brochure.  Shawn Leatherwood moved to
supplement the brochure with the four additional local landmark properties that were not previously
included and Chairman Nikki Owens seconded.  More discussion followed and Nikki Owens
mentioned the motion on the table of adding four additional local landmark properties to the walking
tour brochure.  All were in favor of including these properties. The properties are as follows:
Woolsey Howell House, Clyde Ray Sr. House, Judge Frank Smathers House and Atkins House.  

Nikki Owens made a motion to include public education as one of the action items, specifically to
include one story a month to be submitted to the Mountaineer highlighting each property on the
walking tour.  The motion was seconded by Bette Sprecher and carried unanimously.  

Other Business

Bette Sprecher took the floor to thank Vice-Chairman Bob Kearney for his work on the
walking tour brochure.

There was some discussion about the Williamson House designation.  Some members felt
it was time to take local landmark designation away, while others felt Town Planner Paul Benson
needed to be present to advise on certain issues regarding same.  The matter was tabled.  

There was mention by Madame Chairman Owens of using the Town van to take a field trip
next meeting.  It was agreed that at the next meeting, HPC members would then decide when to
schedule the trip, as the trip would need to be coordinated with Mr. Benson.  

Adjournment

With no further business, it was the consensus of the Commission to adjourn the meeting at 3:15
p.m.  

_________________________________ _________________________________
Ginny Boyer Nikki Owens
Administrative Assistant Chairman


